
SSUSH#5 

New Govt 



A New Country Is Born 
• Debate over how the American republic should 

be organized leads to the Articles of 
Confederation 

• National gov't and state gov't agree to share 
power 

• Articles of Confederation aren't strong enough or 
well thought out and led to eventual stress and 
disarray among the states 

• Shay's Rebellion exposes the weaknesses of the 
Articles of Confederation leads to the adoption of 
our current Constitution 

 



 



 



Weaknesses of the 
Articles of Confederation 

• Congress couldn't collect taxes 

• Congress couldn't regulate interstate commerce 

• Every state had 1 vote in congress 

• 2/3 Majority needed in Congress to pass a law 

• No executive branch 

• No federal court system 

• 13 separate states trying to work as one 



Compromises lead  
to our New Constitution 

• VA Plan-James Madison wanted a bicameral 
congress based on state's population 

• New Jersey Plan- William Patterson proposed a 
single house congress with all states having 1 
vote 

• Great Compromise-Roger Sherman authors the 
Great Compromise suggested a bicameral 
congress with 1 house based on population 
(House of Reps) and the other house having 2 
votes each(Senate) 



• 3/5 Compromise- Slaves would be counted as 
3/5 of a person when determining population 
of a state 

• Federalism-divided power between state and 
national govt, but the national gov't is 
supreme 



Federalists 

• James Madison 

• Alexander Hamilton 

• George Washington 

• Favored Strong Central Gov't 

• Madison and Hamilton write 
85 essays called "the 
Federalist" defending the 
strong central gov't 

Antifederalists 

• Patrick Henry 

• Sam Adams 

• Feared strong central gov't 

• Proponents of States' Rights 



Ratification 

• 3/4 of the states needed to ratify(agree/sign) 
the constitution to put it into law  

• December 1791, the Constitution meets the 
3/4 requirements and becomes the new gov't 
of the United States 

• The Bill of Rights made many people agree to 
ratify the Constitution 



Bill of Rights 
• 1.  Religious and political freedom 

• 2.  Right to bear arms(guns) 

• 3.  Freedom of quartering of troops 

• 4.  Freedom against unreasonable searches 

• 5.  Rights of accused people 

• 6.  Right to a speedy, public trial 

• 7.  Right to a trial by jury  

• 8.  Limits of criminal fines and punishments 

• 9.  Rights of the people 

• 10.  Powers of the states and people 



 



Constitution Structure 

• Preamble 
• Article 1:  Legislature(Congress) 
• Article 2:  Executive(President) 
• Article 3:  Judiciary(Courts) 
• Article 4:  States 
• Article 5:  Amending the Constitution 
• Article 6:  Supremacy of National Gov't 
• Article 7:  Ratification 
•       Bill of Rights 


